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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 30 March. 
MR G. SNOOK (Moore) [11.35 am]:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for your invitation.  Firstly, may I congratulate 
you, along with many others, on your re-election to the position of Speaker of this house.  At the outset I must 
express my appreciation to you and the Clerk of the house and all the parliamentary staff for the assistance and 
guidance they have given me as a new member.  The introductory and induction sessions are of great value and 
help.  I thank Mr Speaker and all parliamentary staff for making me feel welcome. 

Mr Speaker and fellow members of this assembly: I feel most humbled yet honoured and privileged to stand 
before you today as the Liberal member for Moore.  Those of us who sit in this house know full well how much 
effort, hard work and support is required by many to be elected to this chamber.  I will take a few moments to 
acknowledge those most important people whose efforts and commitment resulted in my successful election.  I 
firstly thank the WA Division of the Liberal Party for placing its faith and trust in me by endorsing me for the 
seat of Moore.  I am committed to not breaching that faith and trust placed in me.  Firstly, I must acknowledge 
and thank my ever enduring wife, Joan, who has been my stalwart and steadying adviser for 36 years.  Without 
her wonderful support I would have achieved very little and would never have withstood the demands of 23 
years in local government, let alone being elected to this Parliament.  To our four daughters, Sharon, Coralee, 
Marika and Giselle, and to our sons-in-law, Grant, Daan and Danny, thank you for making us the complete 
family we are.  Their encouragement and support and useful perspective has helped me enormously.  I thank 
them all.  I also thank my three brothers, Stan, Ron and Trevor, and their families for their support and 
encouragement to step forward and take up this challenge and, in their words, “have a go”. 
I also acknowledge my campaign chairman, David Roberts, who, despite a battle with serious health problems of 
late, did such a wonderful job in organising my campaign.  I also thank all my campaign committee and the 
dozens of volunteers who also worked so hard to get me to this place.  I also acknowledge the Liberal Party 
branches in my electorate for their fantastic support and fundraising efforts.  It was an outstanding effort by all of 
them.  It is now my job to repay their confidence in me. 
I will also take just a moment to acknowledge and pay tribute to Bill McNee, the previous member for Moore.  
Bill gave 16 years of dedicated service to the electorate of Moore and this Parliament.  Bill was passionately 
committed to his electorate and I look forward to the challenge of earning the respect and regard that the people 
of Moore had for Bill.  I thank Bill and his wife, Leslie, for their service to the electorate of Moore and wish 
them well in their “retirement” to the farm.  May the seasons be kind to them.   
I take this opportunity to relate briefly a little of my background and the values to which I hold.  After the return 
of my father from war service in 1945 and the terrible disruption of World War II, my parents continued their 
farming career on a war service land settlement block at Buntine in the Dalwallinu district of the wheatbelt.  Like 
many of that era, they started with virtually nothing and with sheer hard work and commitment carved their 
future out of the land developing their farm.  Along with my three brothers I grew up on that wheat and sheep 
farm.  It was a time when life, compared with today, I am sure seemed much simpler, less demanding and 
stressful and when our communities were built around strong social and family values.  For a number of years I 
farmed in partnership with my parents and brothers both at Buntine and Jurien Bay.  The 1968-69 drought meant 
I had to look for work off the farm.  As with many in the eastern wheatbelt that year, our crops had failed.  
Crayfishing at Jurien Bay seemed the natural way to go, but just for a year, and then back to full-time farming.  
Thirty years later I decided I had had enough of the sea, and left the fishing industry in 1998.  After considerable 
inquiries, I have not found evidence that there has been before either a fisherman or a former fisherman elected 
to this Parliament.  Either way, I bring to this Parliament my experience and knowledge of the fishing industry.   
During this time in my career, and my interests being community based, I had the privilege of serving on the 
Dandaragan Shire Council for a total of 23 years, 17 of which were as shire president.  I believe strongly in the 
value of local government and the role it plays in serving local communities as the government closest to the 
people.  Some changes to local government may be inevitable in the future.  I advocate that it is essential that 
local government actively participate in designing and guiding any change to its structure. 
Like others, my parents set the standard and instilled in me all of the good basic values and principles of life - the 
principles of contributing and participating in our community, sharing, helping those less fortunate than others 
and not standing back but getting in and making things happen.  Between them, they taught me to be patient, 
tolerant, courteous, respectful of my peers and others, and to have total commitment to family, even when the 
going becomes difficult, which can test relationships and resolve. 
My father was a successful farmer and always made the most of opportunities as they came along.  He was often 
deemed to be lucky.  His comment in response to people saying he was lucky was, “The earlier I get up and the 
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harder I work, the luckier I become.”  I say the acronym of luck is labouring under correct knowledge.  I have 
endeavoured to practise all of those principles all of my life.  Sadly, my mother and father are not here to share 
this occasion with me, having passed on many years ago, but my appreciation of and love and respect for them 
continues.  However, I do acknowledge my family in the gallery today. 
It is my view that many of life’s so-called old-fashioned values taught to us in that era have gradually been 
slipping and eroding away, and in some instances have been lost completely to modern society.  I would argue 
that as a modern society we are the poorer for that loss.  Sadly, the media today are constantly full of events and 
incidences of assault and riotous behaviour perpetrated by a minority, reflecting the loss of those good old-
fashioned values.  Many people look to this Parliament with expectation for it to recognise the detrimental 
changes to our social values.  Spiralling incidences of antisocial behaviour and the increase in crime and 
violence in our communities need to be addressed.  People anticipate and expect that the Parliament of this state 
will set a new direction to help return dignity and respect to those in the community who have no knowledge of, 
participation in or adherence to these essential values.  Our communities are crying out for something to be done.  
Leadership and direction must come from this place so that the broader community can play its role to help us 
rectify the situation. 
In 1890 the electorate of Moore was established, and I am privileged to have been elected the eleventh member 
for Moore.  I am proud to have won the seat for the Liberal Party, and I look forward to serving the wonderful 
people of this great electorate.  The electorate has changed in shape considerably since its formation, with the 
shift of population now being concentrated towards the coastal and southern shires of the electorate.  The 
electorate of Moore is some 26 000 kilometres in area, covering eight local authorities: Carnamah, Coorow, 
Moora, Dandaragan, Victoria Plains, Gingin, Chittering and Toodyay.  It is a very diverse region that takes in 
most of the central midlands and part of the Avon region.  My electorate also has approximately 215 kilometres 
of pristine coastline, encompassing the Jurien Bay Marine Park, and is home to the world-famous Pinnacles, 
which attract 160 000 visitors a year. 
The main industries in the electorate are agriculture, fishing, mining and tourism, with many small businesses 
providing support and services across a wide range of these and other emerging industries.  There are new 
industries such as aquaculture, horticulture, viticulture and silviculture.  This diversification is creating 
employment and broadening the economic base of the electorate.  These new industries, coupled with the 
growing tourism industry, are creating the prospect of a positive future in a number of areas in the electorate. 
However, the issue of native title is creating unacceptable delays in residential subdivisions, with development 
and growth stymied in some of our coastal towns.  With no development, real estate prices are being driven to 
heights beyond the reach of many individuals.  Business growth in some towns is stalled.  Unable to capitalise on 
potential, local communities and the state are losing out.  For example, there has not been a new residential 
subdivision in Cervantes for more than eight years, despite the high demand.  Action needs to be taken to 
exclude gazetted town sites in WA from the native title claim process, thereby allowing subdivision to occur, 
with the immediate benefits from growth flowing on to all Western Australians.  
In the main, the agricultural areas of the electorate enjoy reasonably reliable rainfall, allowing the region to claim 
to have some of the most productive agricultural areas of the state.  Also, approximately 30 per cent of the state’s 
rock lobster catch is produced from the ocean that bounds the western side of my electorate.  Primary industries 
in general, though, are currently facing some of the most difficult economic conditions for decades.  Spiralling 
input costs for agriculture and fishing are cutting profit margins razor thin, despite reasonably productive 
seasons.   

Diversification and improved farming and fishing techniques are helping to counter the cost-price squeeze, but I 
have to draw to the attention of the members of this house that there is a growing concern and an increasing 
pessimism among my constituents and many other rural people about what the future holds.  People in the 
agricultural and fishing industries feel threatened and under attack from many quarters, such as the apparent 
climate change, spiralling input costs, fickle markets, the rising Australian dollar, animal rights activists and the 
imposing threat of government legislation and regulations that cut across the capacity of farmers and fishermen 
to function and operate their businesses in a practical and efficient way.  For example, many landowners feel 
threatened by current and proposed environmental regulations in the form of environmental protection policies, 
such as the Swan coastal plains wetlands policy.  The imposition on landowners of water source protection areas 
has the potential to restrict the rights of landowners to diversify their activities and to restrict their ability to vary 
the agricultural usage of their land, thus threatening their viability and imposing on them a real loss of benefit, 
both currently and in the future.   
There is no question that I, like the overwhelming majority of people, including those who derive their living 
from the land and the sea, wish to see our environment better managed and protected.  I believe, however, that 
there is an undeniable basic right that should be unquestionably recognised and adhered to by all governments; 
that is, the right to own property and enjoy the use and benefit of that property as intended, in a fair and proper 
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manner for the purpose and use that it was legally identified for.  If, for the benefit and good of the greater 
community, private property, leases or licences, in part or in total, are required for conservation or other 
purposes or uses that the state deems necessary, the cost or loss to the property owner should not be at the 
owner’s expense.  In most cases the future superannuation of property owners and fishing licence owners is held 
in the value of that property.  In my view, it is totally immoral and wrong to penalise individuals or people by 
diminishing the value of their investment without fair and just recompense by the state.  In future deliberations I 
implore members of this house to give this matter careful consideration.  This Parliament should legislate to 
protect the rights of property owners and enshrine that in our state Constitution. 
The single most important issue currently on the minds of rural Western Australians is one vote, one value.  
Country people are extremely concerned at the ramifications of the introduction of one vote, one value.  There is 
a genuine fear that services and facilities in country areas will suffer as a result of a reduction in representation.  
The introduction of one vote, one value could further exacerbate the country-city divide, which sadly exists.  
Country people already tell me that they feel, to a degree, like second-class citizens, because they have to fight 
so hard for basic services and facilities that city folk expect and in some cases take for granted.  The spirit of 
country people is currently facing its greatest test of resolve.  Whatever we do, we must not kill the spirit of the 
bush on which this great state was originally built and from which it continues to prosper. 
I am heartened by the recent announcement that one of the government’s main focuses in its second term will be 
on education.  In the area of education and training we have a great opportunity to bring some real positives to 
our rural areas.  Included in the region of Moore are five state high schools and one private college, all of which, 
with additional capital, I believe have the capacity to handle introductory schooling in trade and apprenticeship 
training for students.  I support the concept of giving students the distinct option of choosing a pathway to trade 
and apprenticeship training or a pathway to university and academic careers.  I believe we need to better 
capitalise on our investment in the infrastructure in our district and senior high schools and, with the move to 
keep students at school longer, give them more choice and future career options.  Investment in this area will 
bring greater meaning and direction to the lives of those students who require it, hopefully resulting in lessening 
the chance of those few losing their way.  The result of increased apprenticeship training will begin to address 
the shortage of skilled tradespersons with which we are currently faced.  I also very strongly believe in the 
introduction of school cadet programs, such as police rangers and military cadets. 

We also need to promote and support projects such as the proposed science academy at Toodyay.  For nearly two 
years now the Toodyay community and its chamber of commerce have thoroughly researched and planned a 
privately funded science academy in their town.  The project committee is currently seeking state government 
support for approval to commence this project.  I will be supporting them to the fullest and encouraging the 
government to give favourable consideration to the proposal.  We cannot afford to lose this current opportunity 
with the availability of private funding.  Further deliberation places the project in jeopardy of being lost to WA 
and being relocated to the eastern states. 

I now turn to the matter of road transport in my electorate.  Networks of well-maintained and effective rural 
roads are the virtual arteries that carry the economic and social wellbeing of our communities in the country.  
The road network in my electorate is suffering due to a lack of funding and increased volumes of heavy traffic.  
Local governments in the electorate of Moore are finding it increasingly more difficult to maintain the standards 
of their road systems.  If we do not significantly increase road funding to rural Western Australia, we will in the 
future face, I predict, a road-funding crisis of proportions not before seen in this state.  Two major arterial 
highways pass through the electorate; namely, the Brand and the Great Northern Highways.  At long last the 
commonwealth government has allocated substantial funding to upgrading the Great Northern Highway, which 
is long overdue. 

With the increased oil and mining production along Brand Highway at Dongara, Eneabba, Cataby and Gingin, 
traffic numbers continue to noticeably rise, with a dangerous mixture of heavy road trains and increasing caravan 
and tourism traffic, which is creating a recipe for disaster.  Along this section of the highway, between Bibby 
Road in the north and Gingin in the south, a distance of more than 100 kilometres, there is not a single dedicated 
passing lane, in my opinion creating one of the most hazardous sections of any highway in the state.  I urge the 
government to give urgent consideration to addressing this situation and allocate funding to a series of passing 
lanes on this section of the highway. 

One of the most talked about new roads of recent times and a project that I have fought for for 25 years is the 
remaining section of Indian Ocean Drive between Lancelin and Cervantes, a distance of some 68 kilometres.  I 
remain astounded that the decision to begin construction continues to appear to be pushed further out, despite the 
apparent bipartisan support for this road.  In fact, independent research indicates that upon completion the 
revenue generated by this road and return to the state would nearly recover its construction cost over a 10-year 
period.  This road would bring many millions of dollars of investment to the central coast region, creating 
education improvements, jobs for our youth and better medical services and facilities for our aged in the region, 
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to name but a few benefits.  The economic flow-on effect to the state would be significant.  Additionally, the 
natural environment in that vicinity would be a beneficiary.  Currently, there is virtually uninhibited and 
uncontrolled access to many sections of the coast via myriad tracks.  I continue to seek the government’s support 
in bringing forward the early commencement of this urgently needed road that, in addition, would ease the 
pressure of tourist traffic on the Brand Highway. 

Another priority road project is the Toodyay bypass.  The current situation is untenable and highly dangerous, 
with all heavy traffic passing through the centre of town on a narrow road that was never designed to carry heavy 
truck configurations.  I call on the government to include construction of the bypass in this year’s budget 
estimates.  With the planned establishment of the new saleyards at Muchea coming on stream in the near future, 
there will be the addition of numerous stock trucks to the current cavalcade of trucks through the main street 
without the alternative of a bypass route.  Along with the Toodyay community and others, I am keen to see the 
detailed planning for the east-west road access via Toodyay to the proposed Muchea saleyards. 

I draw to the attention of the house a matter and a proposal for which I hope I will receive the total support of 
this house.  This is an issue that eventually, in one way or another, will touch or affect almost every single one of 
us, either through family or friends.  I speak of the scourge of Alzheimer’s disease and dementia.  Currently in 
Western Australia there are over 17 000 people suffering with dementia.  Australia-wide there are 160 000 
people who suffer from Alzheimer’s disease or other forms of dementia.  Dementia is the second-biggest cause 
of disability in Australia and it is estimated that by 2016 dementia will be the major cause of disability in this 
nation.  Unless a cure can be found for this disease, research figures indicate that by 2040, 500 000 Australians 
will suffer from dementia.  This will cost the nation about 5 per cent of its gross domestic product, or nearly 
$85 billion at today’s value.  Not only will the economic cost potentially cripple us as a nation, but the social 
cost will be devastating.  However, there is hope, Mr Speaker, and in true Western Australian fashion we have 
some champions to the cause.  At Hollywood Private Hospital there is a small team of researchers led by 
Professor Ralph Martins, who is a world-renowned leader on research into Alzheimer’s disease.  Professor 
Martins and his team have recently made major breakthroughs in defining the causes of this debilitating disease.  
I am told that, currently and historically, very little government funding goes to assist this research.  All the 
achievements attained so far would not have been at all possible had it not been for the dedication and 
commitment of the wonderful people who support the McCusker Foundation for Alzheimer’s Disease Research, 
led foremostly by Mr Malcolm McCusker, QC as the patron of the foundation.  The generosity of the McCusker 
family has been outstanding, and I take this opportunity to applaud that generosity and the generosity of many 
others to this most worthy cause.  However, what is required now to retain Professor Martins’ research team and 
push on to find the cure for this disease is to bring together government, industry and the public in a 
collaborative effort to raise substantial funding required to achieve the goal.  I propose that the government of 
Western Australia, with the full support of this Parliament, contribute generously in partnership with the 
corporate sector and the general public to establish a centre of excellence in Alzheimer’s disease and care.  The 
aim would be to develop a treatment and cure for Alzheimer’s disease within 10 years.  I will endeavour to seek 
the support of the corporate sector in the ensuing months.  I look forward to the support of fellow members of 
this chamber to progress this proposal, which has great merit and should not know the political divide.   

I wish to thank the Leader of the Opposition for his vote of confidence in me by allocating to me the shadow 
portfolios of planning and the wheatbelt.  I am honoured to have been offered this position and I look forward to 
the challenging task ahead.   

In conclusion, Mr Speaker, I again thank you for the opportunity to address this house.  I look forward to my 
time in this Parliament.  I pledge my commitment to serve the people of Moore to the best of my ability and to 
contribute to the good governance of this state.  I hope that the experience I will bring will add to the quality of 
debate and the balance and fairness of outcomes.  Thank you.   

[Applause.] 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [12.01 pm]:  It is both an honour and a privilege to speak in this 
chamber as the first member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  I have heard the member for Moore claim to be the first 
fisherman in the house, and I, too, lay claim as the first baker in the house.  The seat of Serpentine-Jarrahdale 
was formed after a redistribution of the boundaries of the electorates of Roleystone and Southern River.  The 
2003 redistribution created a very diverse electorate.  The seat extends from the rapidly growing urban areas of 
Canning Vale and Atwell in the north across to the fruit orchards along Brookton Highway near Roleystone in 
the east.  South of Brookton Highway, the electorate includes the Canning, Wungong and Serpentine Dams and 
the tall timber country and former bauxite resources of Jarrahdale.  On the South Western Highway, the growing 
town of Byford spills into the rolling pastures and equine studs of Mundijong and Serpentine.  These areas also 
have a diverse range of farms, from chicken farms and dairies to marron farms.  The electorate extends west to 
the rural areas of Baldivis and Wellard.  In short, this seat covers 1 359 square kilometres; an area encompassing 
all or part of 28 suburbs and seven local governments.   
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The people of Serpentine-Jarrahdale are as diverse as the landscape.  The inner-city style of the various housing 
estates in and around Canning Vale and Atwell, and their close proximity to the Kwinana Freeway and Perth, 
have attracted many young families.  I recall that some years ago Canning Vale was little more than a handful of 
commercial units, scattered alongside the rickety limestone-edged track that was Ranford Road and Atwell was 
just a beautiful wetland.  Today, both Canning Vale and Atwell are vibrant urban villages with landscaped 
housing estates, and both will continue to grow rapidly during my first term in Parliament.  Many young families 
in the area have bought their first homes and are sensitive to interest rate changes and taxation fluctuations.  
They want a visionary, fair-minded government, with one eye on industry and the other on the environment.  
Although stone-fruit orchards still dominate the landscape in and around Roleystone, a growing number of 
young professionals are settling into the quiet lifestyle on large wooded blocks.  Although the population of 
Roleystone is certainly on the rise, it maintains the character and charm of an old-fashioned country town.  I 
learnt from my doorknocking in the area that that is exactly how the residents like it.  Many of the people I have 
met in Roleystone are passionate about the environment and social justice issues and demand accountability 
from the government.   
Through the Darling scarp to the heritage town of Jarrahdale, the people begin to reflect the quiet peacefulness of 
the area.  Jarrahdale has a long history dating back to the 1830s, when sandalwood was discovered and harvested 
for a then thriving trade with Asia.  The harvesting took place between the track to King George Sound and 
Bunbury Road.  As time passed and more traders trod these tracks, Albany Highway and South Western 
Highway became, and remain, critical to the development of the regions.   
After Governor Weld decided to stimulate the establishment of the timber industry in the late 1860s, the Ballarat 
Timber Company was granted a land lease over the area and the population began to grow quickly.  In 1872 the 
first timber mill was erected in Jarrahdale on the banks of Gooralong Creek and a 38-kilometre wooden railway 
to Rockingham was constructed.  This provoked the creation of the 80 metre long deep-sea jetty on the coast, 
and shortly thereafter the first load of Jarrahdale timber was bound for Melbourne on a ship called the Northern 
Star.  Jarrahdale became a powerhouse of employment and a leader in the timber industry.  In the late 1890s, 
Jarrahdale had the state’s fourth largest population after Perth, Bunbury and Kalgoorlie.  After the Fremantle 
Harbour Trust denied a request to deepen the channel at Mangles Bay, it was decided that shipments via the rail 
route to Rockingham would be scaled down and Bunbury would become the state’s major port for the export of 
timber.  Consequently, Jarrahdale junction, which was on the route from Perth to Bunbury, became an important 
consolidation and distribution point for Jarrahdale timber and the town Mundijong was born.   
In the early to mid-1900s, the Jarrahdale timber industry and the strong people who forged it survived many 
disasters - floods, major fires, the Great Depression and the death at war of many of the town’s men.  Jarrahdale 
was strong.  However, as new technology created cheaper, stronger and more flexible building products, it 
became clear that the decreasing demand for timber would eventually see the demise of the industry.  As the 
recently appointed opposition spokesperson for forests, I take great pride in living in my electorate of 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  The growth and development of the southern end of my electorate owes a great deal of its 
current prosperity to the successful management of its forestry resources, and that is why I will work hard to 
ensure that the Jarrahdale heritage park comes to fruition as a monument to the forefathers of Jarrahdale and to 
bring life and industry back to the community of Jarrahdale.   
Some will undoubtedly disagree, and I am more than willing to accept their dissent, for that is politics.  
However, I am acutely aware that in the mayhem of noisy debate among polarised opponents, every solution 
requires at least one participant to compromise.  Although I remain a strong supporter of industry, I am also 
committed to sustainable living.  I believe that natural resources can be managed to maximise the return to 
society and minimise the cost to our environment.  Governments should encourage development but should also 
ensure, with a strong hand, that we take only what we need and remain ever mindful that our earth and its beauty 
are fragile and unique.   
In the 1960s the WA government granted a bauxite mining lease in the Darling scarp near Jarrahdale.  When the 
construction of the Kwinana aluminium refinery began in 1964, the area became the new home for many young 
men and their families, who arrived in search of work and a relaxed country lifestyle.  Many of these families 
settled along the South Western Highway in the town of Byford.  Byford was an idyllic place, conveniently 
located between Jarrahdale and Kwinana and only a short drive from the relatively large range of services and 
facilities in Armadale and Rockingham.  For decades it has been a favourite fuel and snack stop for travellers 
heading south along the South Western Highway for the holidays.  However, things are changing in Byford.  A 
new shopping centre has been built, housing several restaurants, new shops and the first ever bank in the Shire of 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  I had the privilege of being the founding chairman of the company that, after three very 
long years of hard slog, formed and opened in January this year the first ever bank in Byford.  The community 
bank project was made possible only through the hard work of a handful of committed locals who shared my 
vision and the faultless donation of their time and energy.  I congratulate each of them.   
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Another major project for our shire is the establishment of the first high school in the district.  I was on the 
committee that was successful in lobbying for the establishment of a local high school.  A board has now been 
formed and the Serpentine-Jarrahdale grammar school will open its doors for a minimum of 64 year 8 students in 
2006.  This is an amazing achievement considering the obstacles that had to be overcome before the high school 
could be approved.   
The townships of not only Byford but also Mundijong, Serpentine and Jarrahdale are now in the throes of rapid 
expansion due, in part, to these two major projects.  Currently, major subdivisions in and around Byford are 
promising to sustain the population increase over the next five to 10 years.  Many of the subdivisions will make 
available for the first time small apartment-style blocks that are unfamiliar to many of the long-term residents of 
the town.  Byford contains a whole generation of people who literally built the town with their own hands.  They 
are waiting on the edge of their seats for the imminent changes that are about to occur that will affect their 
community.   
As Byford’s local baker for the past 14 years, I witnessed great changes in the town.  As the member for 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale, I hold great hopes for the future of its people.  As a shire councillor considering 
development applications, I was alway conscious of the fine balance between progress, heritage and the 
environment.  As the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale, I will endeavour to maintain that balance.   
In the years leading up to the election, I spent many months travelling around the electorate, mostly on foot, and 
speaking with as many residents and interest groups as possible, including the Atwell Community Association, 
the Canning Vale College parents and citizens association and the Wandi Progress Association.  I also met a 
fantastic group of people in Roleystone on the eve of the election who met to discuss the danger of the bushfire 
at Araluen.  All the people I met along the way were hardworking, honest people who want only the best for 
their family and local communities, as I am sure do all members of this chamber.  They took issue with things 
that affected them directly.   
Although it is the second-largest metropolitan electorate, Serpentine-Jarrahdale currently has only one police 
station and one government high school.  It has three prisons and one juvenile detention centre.  It does not have 
a hospital.  I am not sure what that says about the Serpentine-Jarrahdale electorate, but considering its size, it 
shows a severe lack of fundamental infrastructure.  The lack of police in the area, the quality of the children’s 
school buildings, the availability of educational facilities and the state of our local roads is foremost in people’s 
minds.  However, the main issue that affected a majority of my electorate was the number of power cuts and 
blackouts that they have had to endure as a constant part of their life.  These are all issues that affect people on a 
day-to-day basis and they are things that, in this day and age, people should be able to take for granted.  
However, as we all know they cannot.   

Of course, there is a long list of those whom I should thank for the opportunity to stand in this chamber today 
and share my vision for the future of not only my electorate, but also the fine state of Western Australia.  As 
members would know, campaigning takes a lot of commitment.  I would like to thank my wife, Kim, and my 
daughters, Sian and Casey, and our host daughter, Lexie.  I thank them for believing in me and supporting me.  I 
also acknowledge my father-in-law and my mother-in-law, Mike and Val More, for their help and support. 

The Serpentine-Jarrahdale electorate is fantastic, diverse and sometimes surprising.  I thank its people for their 
faith and especially for their vote.  As the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale, I will always do my very best to 
represent that electorate’s interests and promote its endeavour.   

I would also like to thank Paul Everingham and the team at Menzies House, Don Randall and Ben Franklin and 
his band of bright young folk.  I also thank Helen Morton and Donna Taylor and the small yet dedicated group of 
local branch members, family and friends who worked so tirelessly and passionately on my campaign.  I thank 
them most sincerely.  They knew what needed to be done and they did it in a way that deserves only credit.  
Without them, I would not be standing here today.  To all my many friends and supporters who have travelled 
with me on this wonderful journey and who have shared their time, energy and valuable insight over the years, I 
thank them deeply.   

I am extremely proud to stand here today and represent not only my electorate, but also the Simpson family, who 
have supported me not only throughout my campaign but also my life.   

In conclusion, I join this Parliament with real life experience.  I was not born owning a silver spoon, let alone 
holding one in my mouth.  I am a real person.  I am a baker, a husband and a father.   

I thank members for their consideration in the house today.  I hope my contribution over the next four years 
leads to a more prosperous and safer Western Australia.   

[Applause.] 
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MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [12.16 pm]:  First, I join with my fellow members in congratulating the 
Speaker on his re-election for another term as Speaker of the house.  I also congratulate the 14 new members of 
the Legislative Assembly on both sides of the house, 12 of whom are members of Parliament for the first time.  
The new members from both sides of the house in this thirty-seventh Parliament come from such a diverse range 
of backgrounds that it is a bit like the butcher, the baker and the candlestick maker.  I happen to have the baker, 
the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale, sitting alongside me.  I congratulate him on his inaugural speech.  We 
also have a doctor, a policeman, a veterinary surgeon, a crayfisherman, a mayor, a radio announcer and a 
schoolteacher, who has become a good friend of mine and who is better known as a footballer and commentator.  
I refer to the member for Murdoch who sits on my other side.  I am sure this mix of new blood will enable 
Parliament to provide an even broader representation of the people of Western Australia.  

I regard it as an enormous privilege to be the member for South Perth.  Since the election, people have asked me 
what I will bring to this Parliament.  I reply in a similar way as the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale and say, 
“Life’s experiences”.  I do not come from a background of local government - I am sure that that will help a lot 
of other members of Parliament, as it has done so in the past - nor do I have a degree in politics.  However, in my 
previous career as a journalist, I mixed and dealt with people from all walks of life.  I am not the first from the 
honourable profession of journalism to move into politics and I am sure that I will not be the last.  I notice that 
Peter Kennedy, a former colleague of mine, is in the press gallery.  I commend him for his outstanding coverage 
of politics for the Australian Broadcasting Corporation.   

I remind the house that the great wartime Prime Minister, John Curtin, was also a journalist.  I am proud to have 
attended the high school in Fremantle which is named in his honour.  John Curtin used to edit a paper called the 
Westralian Worker.  He was also president of the WA branch of the Australian Journalists’ Association, which I 
joined as a young reporter working for The West Australian.  The interesting thing about John Curtin is that he 
was responsible for another journalist from The West Australian, Sir Paul Hasluck, moving into federal politics.  
Sir Paul was 20 years younger than John Curtin, but they worked together on the WA branch of the AJA and 
later John Curtin encouraged the younger Hasluck to take up a senior public service position in Canberra, which 
proved to be a stepping stone for a political career.  The great irony, of course, is that Paul Hasluck became the 
first member of the seat of Curtin.  However, he did so as a Liberal member.  In more recent times, a number of 
journalists have moved into politics.  Phil Pendal, my predecessor for the seat of South Perth, was a journalist on 
the Daily News and Brian Burke, who later became Premier of our state, was a reporter for The West Australian.  
Believe it or not, several members of this house have journalistic backgrounds.  I refer to the members for 
Willagee, Perth, Murchison-Eyre and Greenough.   

My political ideology is quite simple.  I believe that politics should never get in the way of an initiative that will 
benefit the state or my electorate of South Perth.  That is the way I will approach the job at hand.  While on the 
subject, I sincerely thank the people of South Perth for showing their faith and confidence in me to represent 
them in this Parliament.  I would also like to pay special tribute to Phil Pendal, who held the seat of South Perth 
for 12 years after deciding to switch from the Legislative Council.  He was the consummate local member of 
Parliament.  He put the interests of his electorate before all other priorities.  People in South Perth sometimes 
joke that if people wanted to buy a new dress or suit, they would first ring Phil to find out the best place to go.  
Some would say that he was unfortunate not to have held a higher office in this Parliament.  Nevertheless, his 
will be big shoes to fill, and I thank him for his support and wish him all the best in his retirement.   

I regard coming into this Parliament as a privilege and the high point of my working life.  In the past 55 years the 
electorate of South Perth has had only three other members of the lower house: George Henry Yates from 1950 
to 1956, Bill Grayden from 1956 to 1993 and, of course, Phil Pendal.  South Perth is a wonderful and diverse 
electorate with a rich history that dates back to the settlement of the Swan River Colony in 1829.  For most of the 
nineteenth century the peninsula was used predominantly for agriculture and horticulture.  I think of that when I 
hear other new members speak of country electorates and the importance of agriculture.  It was not that long ago 
that South Perth was a bit of an agricultural centre for the growing colony.   

The colony’s first successful wind-powered flour mill operated on Mill Point.  The Old Mill is still preserved as 
a National Trust property and is believed to be the oldest standing industrial property in Western Australia.  The 
people of South Perth have always treasured the area’s rich history.  The City of South Perth historical register 
records that in 1957 there was a confrontation between the then Main Roads Department and a group of local 
conservationists when it was found that the ruins of the Old Mill lay in the path of the proposed Narrows Bridge 
and Kwinana Freeway.  I am happy to say that the conservationists won the day on that occasion.  The state 
government ordered a change in the freeway route and Perth industrialist Sir Lance Brisbane funded the 
reconstruction of the Old Mill as a folk museum.  The Brisbane family continued to fund the maintenance of the 
Old Mill until the early to mid 1980s.   

The people of South Perth form a very civic-minded community.  Evidence of that is the South Perth 
Community Hospital, which on 22 April 2006 will celebrate its fiftieth anniversary.  In the late 1940s there was a 
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hospital crisis in Perth.  It seems that nothing has changed.  Many private hospitals had closed down due to 
World War II and public hospitals had not been expanded due to lack of finances.  This situation led to the South 
Perth community centre association being formed and an appeal for funds being launched.  The people of South 
Perth had a rather unique way of raising money.  They went from door to door.  They sold bricks for the hospital 
to the residents of South Perth.  If people wanted a hospital in the area they could buy a brick.  They held fetes to 
the point where the state government of the day subsidised the hospital dollar for dollar.  The hospital was built 
at an initial cost of $250 000, of which the state government and the Lotteries Commission contributed $90 000 
each.  That was a local initiative in which the government saw great merit.  Many South Perth residents have 
come into the world in that community hospital.  Sadly, the maternity wing no longer exists, but I am happy to 
report that the hospital has grown into a first-class medical centre.  It is debt free and has three state-of-the-art 
operating theatres.  The honorary board members are all local residents.   

I intend to devote much of my time as a member of this house to securing the wonderful lifestyle and 
environment that the people of South Perth enjoy today.  I will work to improve and maintain the services that 
already exist in my electorate.  Most people know that the electorate of South Perth is bounded by two beautiful 
rivers, the Swan and the Canning, and their future is of major concern to me.  Both of these precious waterways 
have played a tremendously important role in the development of our state.  They have provided food for the 
tables of fishermen and their families and recreation for generations of Western Australians and have served as a 
transport route.  They have also given our city an aesthetic that is admired and wondered at by visitors.  Our 
rivers, particularly the Swan, are the nub of a thriving tourist industry.  We heard the Minister for Tourism 
announce yesterday that 587 000 international tourists visited Perth last year.  They would all have seen and 
admired the Swan River.  Without the Swan and Canning Rivers our city of Perth would be just another big 
town, but with rivers providing life and beauty our city has been enhanced and is admired by all who come here.  
The South Perth foreshore is a jewel in the crown and an area that has become a favourite recreational spot for 
many thousands of Western Australians.   

It has become obvious that the development of Perth and its suburbs has come at a price to our two rivers.  
Chemical and sewage spills and algal blooms have become a major problem.  We saw a report in The West 
Australian only this week that a beautiful big mulloway was among 130 fish that had been killed by an algal 
bloom in the Swan River between Guildford and Middle Swan.  This is a real concern.  I am pleased to say that 
the Swan River Trust is drafting new legislation to impose fines of up to $5 000 a day for landowners whose 
activities damage the Swan or Canning River.  The Swan and Canning Rivers need to be protected, nurtured and 
cherished.  To do so we must be ever vigilant to ensure that the Swan River Trust and any other government 
departments entrusted with the responsibility of protecting our rivers are adequately funded to do the job.  It was 
therefore encouraging to hear today from the Minister for the Environment that new legislation will be drawn up 
to give the Swan River Trust greater powers to coordinate river management.  Government departments must be 
armed and supported with legislation to ensure that now and into the future these Western Australian icons 
receive the protection they deserve.  I note with interest that funding of the Swan River Trust’s Riverbank 
program was recently increased eightfold to $1 million a year as part of the state government’s initiatives to help 
protect and improve the health of the rivers.  I commend the government for this initiative but warn that it must 
be an ongoing commitment.  As the member for South Perth, I will work to make sure that funding for the 
Riverbank program is maintained.  Furthermore, if necessary, I will strongly support a joint house inquiry into 
what can be done to further improve the management of the two essential waterways of Perth. 

The electorate of South Perth boasts a diverse mix of cultures and special interests.  Recent boundary changes 
have added parts of East Victoria Park and Bentley that were once in the electorate of the Premier.  I welcome 
their residents to my electorate and assure the Premier that they will be well looked after. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  When I started, my electorate had a chunk of South Perth in it, and with each redistribution the 
electorate has been expanding towards Berwick Street, and now you have taken on East Victoria Park.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  The former residents of the Premier’s electorate will be well served as residents of the 
South Perth electorate.  It means that the electorate takes in those two suburbs as well as the more traditional 
areas of South Perth, Como, Kensington, Manning, Salter Point, Waterford and Karawara.  The electorate also 
takes in two very progressive local governments: the City of South Perth and the Town of Victoria Park.  I look 
forward to working with both of those authorities.  

Within the boundaries of South Perth are some outstanding facilities for education, commerce, tourism, sport and 
recreation.  Ours indeed is a lucky electorate.  The Curtin University of Technology is the largest university in 
Western Australia.  It is a world-class centre of learning.  The main campus is located in Bentley, where there are 
25 989 students.  It has an international focus, with 6 792 overseas students.  They once included the son of 
Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, who graduated in February this year with a commerce 
degree.  Aquinas College, Wesley College and Penrhos College are first-class private colleges, each having 
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established a reputation in academia, sport, culture and the arts.  Between the three colleges there are nearly 
3 500 students, with nearly 500 boarders, mainly from Western Australia farming towns and communities, and 
approximately 60 international boarders.  In addition, Clontarf Aboriginal College, located in Bentley, currently 
runs programs in driver education, creative arts, general studies and sports skills, and includes a first-class 
Australian football academy.  We have seen evidence of that with some of the graduates from that academy 
entering the Australian Football League.  The college won the 2004 highly commended national achievement 
awards for quality schooling.   

Several government schools in the South Perth electorate also have fine reputations.  Unfortunately, most of 
them are getting old, like many government schools that were built in the 1950s, and they need renovating or 
rebuilding.  These schools are continually frustrated by the problems they have in getting government funding.  
For instance, Como Primary School desperately needs a covered assembly area for its students.  Manning 
Primary School has an enormous problem with traffic in the mornings and afternoons.  It needs a safe drop-off 
and pick-up zone so that parents can deliver their children and take them away from school without the risk of 
their being injured.  Kensington Primary School is bursting at the seams as more young families move into the 
area and the class sizes increase, and it needs more classrooms.  Another school that I heard about while I was 
campaigning is Millen Primary School in East Victoria Park.  That school desperately needs a new toilet block.  
We have some wonderful schools in South Perth, but they need assistance.  Como Secondary College is just 
about falling down around the teachers and students.  That is now an old school, and it may need to be totally 
rebuilt.  I have made a commitment to my constituents that I will address all of those problems, and hopefully 
some of the education budget will come into the Premier’s neighbouring electorate of South Perth. 

South Perth also plays a part in contributing to tourism, with the world-renowned Perth Zoo attracting more then 
600 000 visitors a year, many of them making the trip by ferry, as did a lot of us when we were kids, and 
alighting at the historic Mends Street jetty.  Hopefully the state government will honour its commitment to build 
a railway station near the Zoo, which I believe is proposed to be done as part of stage 2 of the southern rail line.  

I am pleased that in my first term in the Parliament I have been entrusted with the shadow portfolios of seniors, 
and racing, gaming and liquor licensing.  Some of my friends have unkindly suggested that I can relate to all four 
areas.  I assure the Parliament that I will not be treating any of these portfolios lightly.  The seniors portfolio is 
particularly important to me, because Australia has an ageing population.  I am one of the huge wave of baby 
boomers who are about to move into the ranks of seniors.  That will have a profound impact on the services that 
we can offer to people over the age of 60.  At the recent state election, in my electorate alone, 9 934, or 35.2 per 
cent, of the 28 220 voters were over the age of 55.  In the whole of Western Australia, 403 082, or 31.7 per cent, 
of the 1 267 693 voters were over the age of 55.  The Council on the Ageing says that in the not too distant 
future 50 per cent of all Australians will be over the age of 50.  Therefore, seniors cannot be ignored by any 
government, whether it be commonwealth or state.  Older people make a continuing contribution to society 
through their work, volunteering and family roles, and as individual community members.  That is a huge 
challenge facing this Parliament.   

I turn now to my other shadow portfolio of racing, gaming and liquor licensing.  Most members would be aware 
of my passion for the racing industry.  I grew up in Hamilton Hill, not far from some famous racing and trotting 
stables.  I later moved to Belmont, where my father-in-law, the late Arthur Wagener, was quite a successful 
trainer.  I guess he got me hooked into horses.  I had my first horse at the age of 24, which I raced in partnership 
with a former member for Darling Range, the late Ken Dunn.  I think that if he were still around he would be 
pretty pleased that I am standing in this place today.  Since then I have bred, owned and trained quite a few 
horses.  Some of them have been quite successful.  Others I could have beaten on foot.  However, it has been a 
good experience.   

Therefore, I believe I have some knowledge of the inner workings of the racing game.  The racing industry has 
made enormous strides since the Totalisator Agency Board was formed in 1961, when we were all so happy that 
betting turnover reached $1 million for the whole year.  That was a huge figure back then.  By the 2003-04 
financial year that turnover had grown to $1 billion.  It should be pointed out that the racing industry - that is, 
thoroughbreds, harness and greyhounds - generated every dollar of that turnover and at the same time provided 
about $60 million for the Treasury coffers.  In the lead-up to the recent state election both the government and 
the opposition agreed that the racing codes needed some relief from what was considered to be an unfair taxing 
system.  We look forward to that relief being provided for the racing industry in this session of the Parliament.  
The recent yearling sales provided ample evidence of the renewed optimism in the industry. 
Racing is the only form of entertainment in which the entertainer pays to perform, yet it offers substantial 
employment opportunities for a wide range of people.  To some extent it is an industry that relies solely on 
human resources.  As someone said to me once, we cannot put a computer on a horse’s back and send it out on a 
training gallop or a race; we need physical labour.  There is no doubt that the racing industry is about to go 
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through a period of great change and revitalisation under the management of Racing and Wagering WA.  I 
commend that body for the projects that it has already undertaken.   
Ascot Racecourse, or the headquarters, as it used to be known, is undergoing a massive returfing project.  
Belmont Park has been earmarked to become the central point of what will be a state-of-the-art $1 billion racing 
and lifestyle complex on the Burswood peninsula.  The Western Australian Trotting Association across the river 
also has grand plans for the redevelopment of its course.  However, the administrators of thoroughbred racing 
face an even greater challenge in the years ahead.  If the state’s water resources continue to diminish and salinity 
becomes a major problem, as has occurred recently at Belmont Park and Burswood Park Golf Course, the 
administrators may need to decide whether the industry can continue to race on lush and beautiful grass tracks or 
whether those tracks should be replaced with some kind of all-weather artificial surface that will require less 
watering and maintenance.  Racing administrators in Victoria are already experimenting with artificial tracks for 
training at places like Ballarat and Seymour.  That is one step away from racing on an artificial surface.  Let us 
face it.  The Kentucky Derby is run on an artificial track.  The world’s richest race, the Dubai World Cup, is also 
run on an artificial track.  The truth is that the oil rich sheikhs, with all of their wealth and expertise and with the 
availability of desalination plants, are still opting to use an artificial track for their biggest races.  These are not 
just dirt tracks.  Modern technology has turned them into state-of-the-art refined surfaces that provide a much 
better galloping environment for the animal.  Australian riders who have ridden overseas have returned to say 
that the horses are far more comfortable on these tracks.  Therefore, switching some of our tracks from 
traditional grass to an all-weather artificial surface is not necessarily such an impossible dream.  I am not saying 
that all of our turf tracks should be ripped up, but with the increasing scarcity and cost of water, our racing 
administrators should look at trialling an artificial track that is low maintenance and does not require any water.  
The training track at Lark Hill, which is close to the electorate of the new Minister for Racing and Gaming, 
could be a good one to look at.   

Another challenge that is facing racing administrators is the need to bring carnival racing back to Perth and to 
attract big name horses, owners, trainers and jockeys from other states.  Western Australian racegoers should not 
be denied the opportunity to see the best compete in a carnival atmosphere, as occurs at the great carnivals in 
Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane, and to a lesser extent in Adelaide.  I honestly believe that the decision to play 
around with the dates for the traditional feature races such as the Railway Stakes, the WA Derby, the WA Oaks 
and the Karrakatta Plate has diminished the focus on the Perth Christmas carnival as we once knew it.   
In closing, I thank all the people who have given me the opportunity to play a role in decision making in this 
state.  I thank Karen, my wife, who is in the gallery today.  Having a wife who has been an adviser to a minister 
in the federal government means that I am never short of advice around the kitchen table.  I also thank my two 
children, David and Erin, both journalists, who encouraged me to run for Parliament.  In fact Erin came all the 
way back from London, where she is working, to help me in the last two weeks of the campaign.  I was also 
fortunate to have the help of a great band of hard-working and loyal supporters, some of whom are in the gallery 
today, in particular my campaign committee of Barry Farmer, Keith Ellis, Phil Bruce, Ted Gray, Ann Jones, Kay 
Durrant, Allan “Chubby” Stiles, Paul Farmer and Norm Haywood.  I will forever be grateful for their 
contribution and the faith that they have shown in me.  I thank all members, and in particular the Premier, for 
their attention today, and I look forward to making a contribution in this Parliament.   
[Applause.]  
MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [12.39 pm]:  I am very conscious of the time and the fact that the luncheon 
adjournment is scheduled for 20 minutes from now.  As members can see from my build, I have not missed too 
many luncheons!  I will make sure that the house goes to lunch on time. 
Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker, for the opportunity to address the house.  I am extremely privileged to represent 
my constituency, as I am sure other members are with theirs.  In my case, it is Murdoch.  I follow two icons of 
politics in Western Australia, namely Barry MacKinnon and Mike Board, who represented the electorate and 
made outstanding contributions over a long period.  I make a vote of special thanks to the Liberal Party and to 
Arthur Marshall, the retiring member for Dawesville, and to Hon Colin Barnett, who persuaded me fairly 
strongly to put my hand up and put my neck on the line in this quest.  I thank them sincerely for that.  I also 
thank the preselection panel.  It is arduous going through the preselection process, as I am sure other members 
have noticed.  My campaign team was absolutely terrific.  My campaign chairman, Trevor Wright, is in the 
gallery today.  I thank Trevor and his team.  I give a special mention to John Bonser, my treasurer, who could 
not be here today, as well as to my secretary, Cheryl McKeating.  She worked tirelessly to make the campaign 
successful.  I also thank Keith Rowe, my booth coordinator, who was a candidate for preselection.  He opted to 
help me in my quest to win the seat.  I thank the rest of my team and the fundraising team, who did a fantastic 
job.  For that, I am eternally grateful.  On polling day I had 120 volunteers, which may well be a record for some 
electorates.  All the volunteers did a fantastic job.  Like the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale, I also thank the 
staff of Menzies House.  The most special thanks of all goes to my wife Lyn, who is in the gallery today.  I thank 
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her for all her support.  I thank my sons Jarrod, Travis and Brett and my daughters Sharon and Natalie as well as 
my sons and daughters-in-law.  Some of them are a bit too far away but the moral support I received from 
Sharon and Natalie was great - one is in Dampier and one is in Azerbaijan!  I also thank the lights of my life, my 
six grandchildren, for the fantastic moral support I got from them.  I also thank my mentors in this quest - or 
operation if you can call it that - particularly Mike Board, the former member, Hon Simon O’Brien from the 
Legislative Council, and, of course, Arthur Marshall. 

I will tell the house a little story.  I have been around for a while and have had some life experiences but I have 
never before campaigned politically or knocked on a door in a campaign.  I used the usual spiel on the sixth door 
I knocked on back in September last year.  I said that I was Trevor Sprigg, the Liberal candidate for Murdoch in 
the upcoming state election.  The householder interrupted me and said, “You have no hope, mate!”  I hesitatingly 
said something about him voting for the other side.  He said he had been a member of the TWU for 37 years and 
had voted Labor all his life and would continue to do so.  What is more, he said, he barracked for South 
Fremantle!  I said something along the lines that it was great that he had a choice.  However, he offered me his 
hand and said, “Good luck to you anyway, mate.”  I thought that was fantastic. 

I was born and bred on a farm in a little place called Wagin in the upper great southern.  As the member for 
South Perth has mentioned, as a baby boomer times were not always easy.  A couple of families were living off 
the farm.  From the age of six or seven years, I had to do farm chores before and after school.  I had to milk the 
cows and things like that.  I am indebted for my upbringing to my mother and father.  My mother, who is going 
on 90 years of age, is in the gallery today.  I am indebted to her for everything she has done for me.  I wish my 
father could be here but he passed away 13 years ago.  My upbringing was fantastic.   

My first experience of politics was listening to debates between Robert Menzies and Dr Evatt and Arthur 
Calwell.  In those days, some debates were held on the backs of trucks.  They were public debates.  I was taken 
with the wit and sharp retorts of Robert Menzies.  He became something of a cult hero to me, so much so that, 
sometimes, I felt so sorry for Dr Evatt and Mr Calwell that I barracked for them in some of the debates!  Another 
hero in politics for me was a gentleman called Crawford Nalder.  He was a Country Party member from our local 
area in Wagin.  He was a renowned gentleman and a fantastic servant of this house.  I was reflecting on the 
debates I listened to in those days.  On the farm on which I was living, we had a lighting plant that serviced both 
houses.  At times, the battery would run down a little bit and I could not listen to the radio.  I thought that 
lighting plant would have been useful recently in the electorate of the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale as well 
as some of the northern suburbs! 

It seems that my destiny was to be involved in representing people somewhere along the line.  I have had a 
lifetime of doing that.  I was a school prefect in primary school and high school.  I was a student counsellor at 
university and a teachers’ union representative.  When I first started playing league football at East Fremantle a 
players’ representative was needed on the committee.  I was the last person cowering behind others so I got the 
job!  I remember lobbying for things like soap in the showers and cold squash after training.  It is a far cry from 
what the players lobby for now.  I have served many sporting bodies and I am very proud of the three life 
memberships that I have achieved with the East Fremantle Football Club, the East Fremantle Cricket Club and 
the Fremantle and Districts Mercantile Cricket Association.  Arthur Marshall pointed out to me that I am the fifth 
East Fremantle footballer to become a member of Parliament in Western Australia.  The others were Sir Ross 
Hutchinson, Jerry Dolan, John Tonkin and Arthur Marshall. 

I will speak a little about the electorate of Murdoch.  It is bounded by Leach Highway in the north, Karel Avenue 
in the east, Hope Road in the south and North Lake Road in the west.  It has the very middle class suburbs of 
Kardinya, Winthrop, North Lake, Bateman, Murdoch, Bullcreek, Leeming, Rossmoyne and Brentwood.  It is a 
great place in which to live.  It has a lot of small business operators.  The electorate has 17 schools.  Two of the 
schools, Rossmoyne Senior High School and Leeming Senior High School, are in the top 10 schools in Australia 
as of 2004.  Like the member for South Perth, I have big school maintenance issues in my electorate, particularly 
at Rossmoyne Primary School, which has had its application for capital expenditure funding in for two years but 
has not heard anything yet.  That situation should be followed up.  Murdoch University and St John of God 
hospital are in the electorate.  Something else we are very proud of is the Bullcreek Leeming Junior Football 
Club, which has produced a Brownlow medallist in Simon Black, an AFL captain in Ben Cousins, as well as 
several outstanding AFL and East Fremantle footballers.   

Speaking of football, it reminds me that I was lucky enough to sit in the coaches’ box with Mick Malthouse for 
three years, as chairman of selectors with the West Coast Eagles.  In one of the very first games during which we 
sat in the box, one of the other selectors got a bit carried away and lost his cool and started shaking his fist at the 
umpires.  Mick, who is regarded as being somewhat humourless, is not really so.  In a very stressful situation 
when the game was very tight in the last quarter, Mick said to Tim Gepp, “Cool it, Geppy, there is only enough 
room for one lunatic in this box!”  Looking at some of the activities in this house over the past few days, it is 
obviously bigger than a football coaches’ box - there is room for more lunatics!   
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The electorate of Murdoch has a major problem with the roads in the area and safety on those roads.  Leach 
Highway and South Street are now almost impossible to traverse, particularly in peak hour.  Roe Highway stage 
8, which has been rejected by the Labor Party, just has to be brought back onto the agenda, or some sort of 
solution found.  I was gratified to hear the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure talking this morning about the 
Tonkin Highway bypass and the value of it.  Surely she must realise that the same thing needs to happen with 
Roe Highway. 

I was also thrilled to be selected as the shadow spokesperson for sport and recreation, because team sport has 
taught me the life values that I hold dearest; that is, loyalty, passion, mateship and working towards a common 
goal.  No-one should be denied this.  I suppose sport is the high-profile area of that portfolio.  However, as 
pointed out by our leader, recreation is equally important.  The member for South Perth referred to the ageing 
population.  These days we need community recreation facilities so that people can have a swim, a gym work-
out, a game of badminton, tennis or squash, or even just walk the dog in some cases.  Therefore, we must make 
sure that those facilities are maintained. 

I guess one of the other issues in that area is childhood obesity.  I get very angry with my children or 
grandchildren, who seem to sit at the computer keyboard or the game console all the time.  Because I resisted the 
temptation to buy a video recorder for many years, I said to my children many years ago that I would rather see 
them out on the road throwing rocks at tin cans or something like that than sitting in front of a video recorder 
watching a video. 

As the shadow spokesperson for sport and recreation, I certainly feel that it is our job to develop some policies 
that will become important when we are in government again and, I guess, to do a tagging job on the Minister for 
Sport and Recreation.  Tagging was not very fashionable in football in my day, when I was chiefly a defender.  
However, I have learnt that the tagging role means that obviously a person has some accountability for his 
opponent.  I pass on to the Minister for Sport and Recreation that I will be tagging him everywhere he goes, even 
when he goes out for hamburgers! 

I have some philosophical beliefs that I would like to briefly share with members.  I see a problem with our 
modern-day society.  The human resources gurus of the world suggest that at age 45 everyone is history, on the 
scrap heap and phasing down to retirement.  I must tell the house that I think I am far more experienced and 
better equipped to deal with the issues of life now at age 58 than I ever was at 45.  We have to encourage our 
youth and support our small businesses.  I think the work-for-the-dole scheme is terrific and should also be 
expanded, if possible.  Maybe it is time to have another referendum on daylight saving.  Not many people these 
days get to walk out of the office or their businesses at five o’clock. 

In conclusion, I know that I face a huge challenge, but I make this commitment to the electors of Murdoch: I will 
represent them with loyalty, courage, enthusiasm and innovation so that Murdoch continues to provide a safe and 
happy family environment. 

[Applause.] 

MRS D.J. GUISE (Wanneroo - Deputy Speaker) [12.54 pm]:  I rise to support the motion to adopt the 
Address-in-Reply moved by the member for Kingsley.  I also wish to offer my congratulations to the member for 
North West Coastal on his reappointment as Speaker.  It is an important position, and I look forward to 
continuing as his deputy, upholding the rules of this place with impartiality and dignity.  I also congratulate the 
Premier, Dr Geoff Gallop, for leading the Australian Labor Party in a strong campaign and to victory on 26 
February. 
My heartfelt thanks go to my family; the campaign director, Senator Ruth Webber; my campaign manager, Jim 
McKiernan; and my campaign team and supporters.  Their assistance and support are invaluable and very much 
appreciated.   
I also wish to acknowledge the support and assistance of the Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union, the 
Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Workers Union and the members of Emily’s List, including my mentor, 
former Victorian Premier Joan Kirner, who always manages to find me on the phone, no matter where I am or 
what I am doing.  I also thank my fellow north metropolitan colleagues for their support and assistance over the 
past four years.  We make quite an awesome team.   
Special thanks also go to Georgia, who turned out to be an ace doorknocker and a great companion on a road 
well travelled, and to Peter and Cheryl Meehan, whom I met through the business of this house in the past four 
years.  They have been an inspiration, and I value their friendship very much. 
I also wish to pay special tribute to my electorate officer, Marilyn Thorp.  An electorate officer’s job is not an 
easy one, and it takes a special kind of person to manage effectively the business of the electorate office and that 
of the member, while dealing with constituents with grace, dignity and flair.  Marilyn serves the electorate of 
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Wanneroo well and her time and effort are much appreciated, not only by me but also by the many constituents 
whom she has served.   

It is an honour and a privilege to represent the people of Wanneroo, and I thank them wholeheartedly for their 
support and for the confidence that they have once again expressed in my ability to serve them well. 

It is about my electorate that I wish to speak today predominantly, as we have much to achieve in the next four 
years to ensure a sustainable future for the region.  In previous speeches I have alluded to the need for economic 
development and for land use and water management strategies for the electorate.  I am pleased to say that these 
matters are progressing well towards implementation.  The north west corridor structure planning review is well 
under way and is heading towards completion, and the metropolitan region scheme amendment for Alkimos-
Eglinton is out for public comment.  This is very important because it deals with the realignment of Marmion 
Avenue, as well as the site for the waste water treatment plant to service the northern corridor.  Both of those 
matters signal the approach that we have taken, which combines economic and urban development as being 
intrinsic to each other. 

Job creation and consolidation is one of the most important issues to be addressed, as population growth 
indicates a need for some 150 000 jobs in the corridor over the next 30 years.  This equates to as many people 
employed in the corridor as are currently employed in the Perth central business district. 

I have lobbied strenuously for the reuse of waste water in the northern corridor to help sustain the important 
horticultural-agricultural industry, to replenish the Gnangara mound and also to preserve our wetlands, as I 
believe this is a far better option than pumping millions of litres of treated waste water into the ocean.  I am 
therefore thrilled that the Water Corporation is actively working on a plan for waste water reuse.  Many other 
countries do so, and with the level of treatment technology available today, it provides an ideal solution to 
replenishing the aquifer and reducing the environmental stress on the wetlands, as well as providing a sustainable 
future for an important industry that is also under threat.  One of the colleagues whom I have worked with over 
the past four years and who comes from the Netherlands said, “If we hadn’t adopted a proper management 
approach to water and nutrients, we’d be farming in Germany by now.”  The same can be said for the industry in 
Wanneroo.  If we do not do something to preserve it, the game is up. 

Wanneroo is a significant contributor to the agricultural and horticultural markets, both domestic and export.  It 
has a suitable year-round climate - one that cannot be replaced by moving the industry either north or south.  It 
also has the ability to attract labour - something that is a problem as the industry moves further away from the 
city.  It also has the potential for a northern market, with the Neerabup industrial estate being even larger than 
Canning Vale.   

Last year I held a forum at which I presented the east Wanneroo land use and water management strategic plan 
to the public.  That was based on submissions from the community.  In that plan, for the first time we presented 
the possibility of locking in a distinct precinct for horticultural and agricultural activities in the north east of my 
electorate, as well as the reuse of waste water.  I can tell the house that both of those proposals were 
overwhelmingly supported by those present.  To me, this shows that the public is prepared to look outside the 
square. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders.  

[Continued on page 196.] 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm  
 


